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The challenge of writing some sort of a history for Union County has been great. 
We certainly have not "drained the well dry". There is much yet to be written. Yet, 
we hope that somehow this book will stimulate interest in our county history. We hope 
that others within the Union County Historical Society and without will seek to add to 
this pictorial history. We have not written something here that is conclusive. Far 
from it. But we hope that this book will aid future generations in understanding a bit 
about what kind of people settled this county and live here now. 

Our heritage is а good heritage, and we have much of which to be proud ~ not our- 
selves so much as those who went before, those who settled this land with little more 
than the strength of their bodies, minds and souls. There are many beautiful names in 
this county, but there are as well, many names that point to the heartbreak that the 
original settlers experienced. Ме hope that we have not looked back with rose-colored 
glasses but rather that we have recognized the strength and heartiness that was needed 
here, And now we look forward to a better future for our county, building on the 
strengths of the past. 

Perhaps in some small way . . ten and petri history will help us shape a 


better tomorrow. 
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THE LOCATION, PHYSIOGRAPHY AND EXTENT ОР UNION COUNTY 


Union County lies in the Blue Ridge province. It is in the northern part of 
Georgia, bordering North Carolina. Blairsville, the county seat, is approximately one 
hundred miles northeast of Atlanta. In general the eastern, southern and western boun- 
dries are along high mountain ridges. The area of the county is 322 square miles or 
205,080 acres. The surface features through the uplands range from rolling to mountain- 
ous, Elevations range from 1600 feet above sea level where the Nottely River crosses the 
Georgia ~ North Carolina boundary to 4768 feet at Brasstown Bald. Blood Mountain is 4463, 
and Blairsville is 1926 feet above sea level. Between the two extremes of elevation are 
many beautiful valleys, rolling hills and sparkling streams. The drainage pattern is 
dendritic. Most of the drainage is effected through the Notla River which rises in the 
southeastern part of the county and flows northwestward to reach the Hiawassee. Streams 
in the southwestern part 
form the Toccoa River, 
which also flows into the 
Hiawassee and hence to 
the Tennessee and joins 
the Ohio at Paducah, 
Kentucky. At an 
average elevation of 
2100 feet there is an 
average annual percipi- 
tation of 49.92 inches. 
There is an average 
frost-free season of 
184 days ~ April 19 to 
October 20, the shortest 


—— 04 growing season in the 


Ascene from the Canada District of Union Coun 
rich with clear flowing water. 


ty. Our county is indeed state, 
[3] 


Brasstown Bald- formerly Enota- looking north This is known as the Ocean Tate Mill. It is located 

from near New Liberty church. near the North Carolina line- This is one of the 
remaining grist mills that at one time were 
numerous in Union County. 


M 


"ne above Historical Marker is found on Rt. 76 east of Blairsville, close to 
[4] the Union-Towns County line. 


Lu Winfield Scott in the Canada District of Union County near Suches, 
a. 


When the first white settlers came into this area it is reported that grass head 
and shoulder high grew in abundance over the area, that wild sheep roamed the open land 
and that game and fish were in great abundance. In 1854, the western part of the county 
was made into Fannin County, and in 1856, the eastern part was made into Towns County. 
Thus, Union County originally contained about 1200 square miles. 

Settlement of the county was rapid after the lottery of 1832. Most of the early 
settlers came from North Carolina, and they were mainly of Scotch, English and Irish 
decent, The white settlers were restricted to the land drawn by lottery, and homes were 
established in remote places as steep mountainsides were cleared for cultivation. Poor 
transportation, crude farming implements and steep hillside fields hindered the produc- 
tion of any large quantity of farm products for foreign markets. Most of the early 
settlers had limited means, and therefore, necessity forced.them to attempt to use the 


land drawn by lottery. The roads were poor, and in many places bridges were lacking. [5] 


Johnson Р. Wellborn- Founder of Blairsville in 1835. 
Died Sept. 15, 1863 Age 53 years. 


ТЇШТЇ 
КОШ? 


Магу Апп Тигпег Саїп- 
Aug. 5, 1960. 
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Born May 6, 1862, Diea 


Left to Right: Frank W. Јеесе, Jr., Alice Elize 
Louise Reece Hayes, Pet dog- Drum, Eliza C.A 
Logan Reece, Quiller Franklin Reece, Simeor 
Edward Reece, James R. Reece, Charles Logar 
Reece, Richard Marvin Reece. 
Land abandonment began early, some 
before 1845. 

However, most of the early 
settlers remained, built roads, in- 
stituted churches and schools, 
cleared the forests and reared large 
families. As a result the census of 
1890 showed there were 7584 whites 
and 165 Negroes living in Union 
County. 

The county was named Union at 
the request for a name when the 
county was originally surveyed and 
constituted. "What shall we name 
it?" The reply was, "'Union', for 
there аге none there but Union Men." 


Blairsville was incorporated as the 
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The old Logan Turnpike- looking south fro E Mes, ноте voi bu ; 
|  Tesantee Gap- Built about 1840 with slave labor F 


| county seat in honor of Major 

| Franklin P, Blair, formerly from 

| | Tennessee and an ardent supporter 

| of Andrew Jackson. It is reported 

| that Blairsville as early at 1835 

| had a population of 150. The mar- 

| ket for the earliest settlers was 

| Augusta, Georgia, to which the pro- 
| duce and other items for the market, 
| including corn liquor made by men 

| with Federal Permits to distill the 
| spirits, were taken. This trip 

| would usually take three to four 

| weeks to make with a team of horses 
| or oxen. Usually it was a four-horse 
| ' 


$: 
| У team. Herds of cattle, bands of 
A people proud, and resolute 


[7] 


sheep, droves of turkeys 
and hogs would be driven 


on foot to the Augusta 


market and later to 
Commerce, Georgia, when 
the railhead came there. 
Travel was over the Logan 
Turnpike, a private road 
constructed about 1840 
with slave labor. 


View of Brasstown Bald Mountain the highest mountain in Georgia- 
rising 4,748 feet above sea level. 


CHEROKEE INDIANS 


According to tradition the Cherokee came to 
the area called Union County centuries ago and drove 
out the now-called Creeks in a series of battles. 
The Creeks were a Muskogean people of a different 
language from the Cherokees, Tue Cherokee language 
was Iroquoian, 

Why the Cherokee came south is not really 

known. The Creeks did not give up these mountains easily. Blood Mountain, which is in 
the southern part of our county, is reputedly the site of a large battle between the 
Creek and Cherokee, It is said that there were so many dead on the mountain that the 


streams ran red with blood, and so the name — Blood Mountain. 
[8] 


Union County was a 


good place to live for 
the Cherokee just as it 
is for us today. Vill- 


ee NE 
"s CHATTAHOOCHEE ОНА FORESTE | "ws А ages were scattered 


| Сће mythol the mountain was one ` 

of UE boues of thé Nunnehi or Immortals. - „ throughout the county. 
the "People Who Live Anywhere” a гасе of rd eer 

Spirit People who lived in great townhouses 


n the highlands of the old Cherokee Country. J : fact here an 
one of еве mythical townhouses stood near 5, су In ‚ there is 


‘Lake Trahly% Аз a friendly people they 


2. a ; 
often brow hi lost hunters and wanderers to, do 
Жен townhouses for rest and care before А С area to the right of 


— them Don 2 асе m e | 1 
‘Coming of white settlers. e Creeks . 
> ы fought a disastrous and bloody . Lo MP Highway 129 and 19 just 
| Slaughter Gap between Slaughte (уле 
— = past the Route 180 cut- 


off that is reputedly 


the site of a large 
village, Folks in the Shady Grove community say that when the Methodist Church was 
first built in that area their folks remembered seeing Indians going from village to 
village pass by the open door of the church. 
For years the few white men and the Cherokee of this area lived in tranquility. 
There were times of tension of course, but by the time the first white settlers came to 
| Union County (which was formed out of Cher- 
okee County, an obvious reference to the 
Indian tribe living in this area) the Cher- 
okees had become known as one of the five 
civilized tribes, a name given to the 
Creeks, Choctaws, Chicasaws, Cherokees and 
Seminoles for their дара на to the 


white man's ways. 


| Ву a treaty signed in 1819 the Cher- 


okees gave up all their lands in the other 


southeastern states except north Georgia 


and eastern Tennessee. Then in 1830, an ee жа 
- Legend has it the Indians built the log house shown 
Indian Removal Bill was passed by Congress here. у 
[9] , 


Rocks upon which legend says Indians carved on 
rock the tracks of animals at Track Rock Gap. 


to remove all Indians in the southeast to the western Indian reserve in what is now 
Oklahoma, With the discovery of gold in Dahlonega more pressure was brought to bear on 
the Federal Government by the State of Georgia for the removal of the Cherokees. 

On December 23, 1835, at New Echota in northwestern Georgia a treaty was signed for 
the Cherokee to exchange ten million acres in north Georgia and eastern Tennessee for 
thirteen million acres in eastern Oklahoma. Even though the treaty was signed by only 
seventy-nine of three hundred Cherokee participants at New Echota, with this treaty in 
hand seven thousand troops were sent to the mountains of eastern Tennessee, western 
Worth Carolina and north Georgia for the purpose of rounding up the Cherokees and send- 
ing them west. The stockade for the Indians living in Union County was located near 
what is now Hayesville, North Carolina. By 1839, most of the Cherokees had been rounded 
up. 

Some few did escape the dragnet of troops, and they stayed on to be intermixed with 
the white population of the county, or they went north to join the Eastern Band of 


Cherokee in the North Carolina mountains. 
[10] 


THE FIRST WHITE SETTLERS 


It is impossible to name the first white settlers who came to what is now Union 
County. However, it has been established that our mountain region of north Georgia and 
western North Carolina was known to the white man long before permanent settlements were 
made, History records that many expeditions were made by the Spaniards several hundred 
years before 1832. They were seeking gold and other valuables. At a more recent period 
which we can only surmise were the soldiers and Indians traders. 

In 1828, gold was discovered in Habersham, now White County, Hall County and on 
Indian territory west of the Chattahoochee River. This discovery led to a great influx 
of whites from various parts of the country seeking the precious metal. Mining fever 
captured the state. Many men disregarded the Georgia law which prohibited whites from 
living on Cherokee lands without proper permission, In 1829, the Congress of the United 


States passed an act for the removal of the remaining Indians from Georgia. The Cherokees 


refused to leave. Strife developed between the Cherokees and the whites, perhaps called 
"squatters", who had taken up residence in the Indian country. So, the State of Georgia 
was compelled to claim jurisdiction over all the remaining Indian lands in Georgia in 
order to exert control over the remaining Indians and the whites residing as miners or 


William Drury Reece Roxie Potts Reece (wife of Will Reece) 


[11] 


Left: James В. Reece Right: Eli J. Reece 


i Natty en —.— 


Left to Right: Seated: Jim Reece, Eli Reece, Henry 
Reece, Alice Reece Hayes. Standing: Marvin 
Reece, Frank Reece, Sim Reece, Logan Reece, 
mother Eliza Reece. 


Murray, Paulding and Union. 
these lands wholly or in parts. 
on December 24, 1831. 


The ten counties were divided into land and gold lots, 


Martimer M. Passmore 1853-1881- Served as Clerk 
of Court of Union County. He removed the body of a 
Mrs. Ross from a well filled with carbon monixide 
gas. 

missionaries on Indian lands, 

Wilson Lumpkin was elected governor 
of Georgia in 1831. It was during his 
administration that he recommended the 
surveying of the Cherokee lands, This 
excited great opposition among the In- 
dians, but the survey was completed. 

The last remaining Indian land in 
Georgia was known as Cherokee County and 
from this original Cherokee County ten 
counties were formed:  Bartow, Cherokee, 


Cobb, Floyd, Forsyth, Gilmer, Lumpkin, 


At later dates fourteen other counties were formed from 


What is known as the Sixth Land Lottery was authorized 


The gold 


lot consisted of forty acres, and the land lots were a hundred and sixty acres. These 


[12] 


ten counties were treated only as Cherokee | zs 
and were divided into sections and districts. 
The drawing for the lots was held in 1832. 
The grant fee was $5.00 to $8.00 per lot, 
either size. Persons entitled to draw had 
to qualify under certain conditions as to 
whether one or two lots could be drawn. 

Large families, widows, orphans and veterans 
of wars were entitled to two drawings. 


It is not known how many families or 


settlers had taken-up residence in what is 


Quiller F. Reece 
Union County. It is impossible to name the 1843-1932 
first white settler, or to give the year in In Civil War Uniform- Grey 


which that happened. Tt is reasonable to 
assume that a number of whites were estab- 
lished in the confines of Union County when 
it was created in 1832. The following local 
acts passed by the State Legislature lends 
credence to this fact: 

1. Union County was laid out from 
Cherokee and organized in 1832, pamphlet 56. 

2. Public buildings were located at 


Blairsville in 1835, pamphlet 113. 


3. The county allowed the taking of a В. - 
y Home of Mr. and Mrs. Sim Reece (Present home of 
Alice Hayes) 


Visitors on porch: Mr. and Mrs. Pat Haralson, Mr. 
school fund in 1833, pamphlet 43. and Mrs. Carl Colwell , Gus Colwell. 


census to ascertain its portion of the poor 


lhe Blairsville Academy was incorporated in 1833, pamphlets 7 and 18. 
5. Elections were to be at the several justices' court grounds in 1832. 
6. Blairsville was incorporated and made tbe county seat in 1835, pamphlet 113. 


7. There was the sale of fraudulent draws in 1836, pamphlet 136. ies 


Thomas Benton Passmore. Loved in Young Сапе Thomas Joseph Hughes Reece 


District- taught school in Blairsville and Young 
Harris. 


8. There was an appropria~ 
tion of $4,000 for the road 
from Loudsville. in Haber- 
sham County to the State 
Line in Union County in 
1836, pamphlet 247. 

The above indicates 
the county was well under~ 
way in organization, and 
functioning as a county 
unit by 1836, and the 
white man was gradually ге- 
placing the remaining In 
dians and taking by broken 
treaties the beautiful 


land the original owners 


loved and preserved. By 1838, the last of a proud people were taken on the infamous 


Trail of Tears never again to view the heritage they lost. 
[14] 


EARLY HISTORY OF UNION COUNTY 


Prior to the creation of Union County, there were several battles between the Chero- 
kee and Creek Indians. Most of the battles occurred over territory claimed by both sides. 
Such was the case of a fierce battle located about one and a half miles from Blairsville. 
The Cherokees defeated the Creeks on the Hiawassee River and also at the Battle of Track 
Rock. Track Rock received its name due to tracks, supposed to have been made by Indians, 
such as tracks of turkeys, deer, cows, horses, bears, men, boys, girls, etc., on the 
soapstone species of rocks. 

In 1831, Cherokee County was surveyed into sections, and in 1832, it was divided 
into ten counties: Cherokee, Cobb, Floyd, Forsyth, Cass (presently Bartow), Gilmer, 
Lumpkin, Murray, Paulding and Union. 

On December 3, 1832, the eighty~eighth county of the state, Union, was created. 
Union County lies in the northeast part of the state butting upon North Carolina. The 
following is said to be 
the origin of its having 
received the пате; When 
the question was asked in 
the Legislature, the re- 
presentative from that ге- 
gion answered, "Union", 
for none but "Union men 
reside in it," i. e. Union 
men in contradistinction 
to States' rights men or 
nullifiers. 

The President of the 
United States at the time 


Union County was created 


was Andrew Jackson, 1829 ~ 


Lake Trahlyta at Vogel Stare Park. 1833. Serving with him as 
[15] 


Gathering and making Sorghum Syrup. 


Vice President was John С. Calhoun. 


ed November, 1831, and expired November, 1835. 


Among original settlers in Union County were: 


Smiths, Turners, Loudermiths, Englands, Burches, Sanders and others. 


Union County was considered rich in minerals in the mid 1800's. 


John Butt and family, Chastains, 


While only three 


The Governor of Georgia was William Lumpkin, elect- 


diamonds were found, gold occurred particularly on Gum Long, Ivy Log, High Tower, Brass 


Town and Coosa Сгеекз. The Coosa Creeks mines have yielded 100,000 pennyweights of 


gold from the time they were 
opened until 1849. 

The principal rivers were 
the Hiawassee, Nottely and 
Toccoa Rivers, The main 
creeks were High Tower, 
Dooley, Hemp Town, Cooper's, 
Brass Town, Mill, etc. 

In 1845, the census of 
Union County showed 5670 
whites, 142 blacks for a 
total of 5812. The amount 
of taxes in 1848 was $878.80. 
The people were entitled 
to one representative, 

There were at this time 
five post offices in the 
county: Blairsville, Ivy 
Log, Polk, Shady Grove and 
Young Cane. Also, in the 
county there were eleven 
saw mills, twenty-five 


grist mills, one merchant 


Рос Thomas- Demonstrating muzzle - loader musket- 1960. 


[17] 


Мапат Jackson, Blairsville Blacksmith. Mr. Jackson worked as а blacksmith 
during his lifetime. His father was a blacksmith before him. 


mill, seven distilleries and 
an iron works under construc- 
tion on Ivy Log seven miles 
from Blairsville. 

The roads during the 
mid 1800's were rough but 
were paid attention to by the 
citizens. There were not 
many bridges, although the 
one over Nottely Creek was 
eighty feet in length. 

The religions of the 
population included Mission- 
ary and Anti-Missionary 
Baptists, Methodists, a few 
Presbyterians and Bible 
Christians. 

Education was at a low 
ebb. The funds for educa- 
tion were $727.20. There 
was a dire need for effi- 
cient teachers for the county 


and the 850 poor children. 


Bottom land sold in the mid 1800's for $10.00 an acre and up land for $3 - $5 an 


acre, The value of town lots was $6490. The value of stock in trade was $7700. Money 


at interest was $3913. 


In 1847, Blairsville was incorporated. Provisions were abundant and cheap. The 


population of one hundred and fifty was considered quiet and orderly. The amount of 


goods sold in a year was $20,000. 


Blairsville was described in the 1837 Gazeteer as "the capital of Union County, and 


[18] 


Making Soap and Hominy 1968. 


forty-two miles east of Ellijay, in Gilmer. It is yet but a small place." The scenery 
was romantic and beautiful, and it was considered one of the healthiest spots in the 
world. Many of the mountain people were said never to use sugar except on special 


occasions. Hunting, fishing and dancing were their amusements. 


[19] 


SOME OCCUPATIONS IN UNION COUNTY IN 1850 


Simpson Reid – attorney 
Andrew Young ~ doctor 

Те Be Logan — farmer 
John Rogers — farmer 
Jacob Butt – farmer 

T. Je Haralson ~ hoteler 
Je Pe Wellborn - farmer 
Godman Hughes — Methodist preacher 
Zenos Sullivan farmer 
Jacob Addington — farmer 
John England ~ saddler 
George McClure — farmer 
John Penland ~ farmer 
Thomas Caldwell - farmer 
Allen Henson ~ cooper 


Elisha Hedden – Baptist preacher 


SIAVE HOLDERS 


E. S. Barclay - 11 
John Е. Airkens – 12 
John Stevenson = 12 


[20] 


Alfred Butt — farmer 

Edward Rogers = blacksmith 
William Smith — shoemaker 
John Miller – taylor 
William Blalock ~ farmer 
Robert Clark ~ wagon wright 
John Butt farmer 

Henry Rose ~ stone mason 
George Youngblood ~ blacksmith 
John Reid ~ farmer 

John Gillespie ~ gunsmith 
Thomas Curtis = blacksmith 
Thomas Collins — farmer 
John Souther ~ farmer 


Joseph Souther — farmer 


- 1860 


Henry Alstan - 26 
John Butt ~ 8 


Je We Morris – 17 


Courthouse- 1960 


BLAIRSVILLE, THE COUNTY SEAT 


Local acts of the State Legislature for Union County, pamphlet 113, states that 
Blairsville was made the county seat and the public buildings were laid out in 1835. 
The first courthouse was made of logs and thouglt to have burned in 1859. The next 
building was of brick with the architectural style on the order of the courthouse now 


standing in Cleveland, Georgia, the county seat of White County. The second building 
[21] 


| 
| 


6 stood until 1898 and was 
succeeded by the present 
building, which was erect- 
ed in 1899 on the same 
spot where the second build- 
ing stood. The present 
building was erected under 
the leadership of a board 
of commissioners: J. We 
Souther, Js Ae Butt, We We 
Ervin and the ordinary, 
John T. Colwell. The cost 
was approximately $12,000. 
There was much confu- 


sion at the time of build- 


J.A. Butt County Commissioner when courthouse was built in 1899. ing the present structure. 
The commissioners tried to 


vote bonds to finance the building but were defeated, They also contracted for a new 
site for the building on the east side of the public square, where the present Texaco 
service station now stands, It is reported the cost for the new site was $800.00 and 
was contested. A Mr. Stephen Major of the Fairview section of Coosa District offered to 
donate land for the public buildings and move the county seat. A petition was circulated 
and an election called, but the proposal was defeated for the lack of the required two- 
thirds vote. As a compromise the commissioners built tne courthouse on the old site, 
and it was paid for by taxation, The total amount of taxes was levied in one year. 
The amount of taxes levied in one year caused much hardship on many citizens, Tt is 
reported some people had to sell their milch cow to raise the money. 

If one observes closely the old and very unusual style of the design of the building 
you can see it was intended to face the town square with the side now facing the north- 


west to have faced the town square. Hence, the large room on the south side 
[22] 


apparently was to have been toward an alley. 
The only known living person who labored in 
helping build the present edifice in Mr. 
Dick Miller. As a young man he was employ- 
ed to assist the workmen and to do errands, 
for which he received three cents per hour, 
or thirty cents per day. 

This building during the past three- 
quarters of a century has been the scene of 


many and varied activities. It has been 


the focal point of all phases of services 


Jesse W. Souther; Born Nov. 1, 1840, Died March 7, and activities affecting all the citizenry 
1920. County Commissioner when the present 


courthouse was built. 1899. of Union County. The old saying among the 


senior citizens was that in the pickled foot of a hog was a bone to place over the door 
of every man's house in the county, that was over each door in the courthouse, 

Twice a year in days gone by the biggest event in the county took place centered 
about the courthouse = the spring term of court and the fall term of court. Men brought 


their wares to trade, 


John T. Colwell, ordinary when present courthouse 


was built. 1899. 


This is how the present courthouse in 1925 appeared. 


N 
2 


their horses to swap and 
their attentive ears to 
hear the oratory of the 
defense lawyers. It 

has been the scene of 
weddings, fist fights, 
gun fights and cuss 
fights. It was the 
center of the school 


administration. It 


has served to house Pictured on the right is the Wellborn residence. 


Compare this with the following photo of the house 


barber shops, shoe shops, as it is today 


the U. S. Post Office, mov- 
ing picture shows, singing conventions, 
old time fiddling contests and libraries. 
It has been the scene of murder trials, 
the scene of broken homes as the result of 
divorces granted and the loss of property 
to pay deliquent taxes at the sheriff's 
sale. In recent years if one happened to 
be inside the edifice during a hard rain 
storm, one would likely get rained upon. 
It is truly a landmark for Union 


County, It is so very regretable that the 


building has deteriorated to the present The Wellborn House on the Courthouse Square as it 


state of repair. Are we becoming a society is today. 


that would destroy hallmarks that our forefathers labored so diligently to provide? 
Wouldn't you like to hear the old clock in the north tower toll the noonday hour as your 


grandfather and grandmother did in 1899? 
[24] 


Blairsville: 


Eugene Butt 

James A. Butt 

Thomas J. Butt and brother 
William Colwell 

Henry Carroll 

William J. Conley 

John England 

Milfred Hamby 

Thomas Hughes 

John Hudgins 


Coosa: 
William Ledford 
С. Nelson 


Author Owensby 
George М. Cavender 


Young Сапе: 
James Е. Reed 


MERCHANTS IN THE YEAR 1881 


Camp Creek: 


Je Je Cobb 
Јоћп Davenport 
Thomas M. Lance 
Jesse Low 


Choestoe: 


Archibald Collins 
Ruth Collins 
James М. Dyer 
James Nix 

John C. Souther 
T. M. Swain 
Willis Twiggs 
Joshua Audern 


Gaddis Town: 


James A. Cavender 
Charles Davis 
John Davis 

Henry Gurley 
James Gurley 
John A. Thomas 


Ivy Log: 


Ruben Deavers 
Isaac Glazier 
N. B. Hill 

Le Pe King 
William Lance 
Je Ledford 
Larkin Lewis 
Henry McBee 
Jasper Owensby 
Cannon Stephens 
Caleb Thompson 
James Reed 
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Blaisoille Business 
Sect oun 


7434 
Pep. 239 
9 
"i 
Ко 
General Lunch Stand 
Store [1] 
Вафђес Print Shep 
Shop office Bldg. 


Post office 


Store H 
To Gainesville 


7 к U 
Garage 
3 Ca ca de 
* ; 
$ tore 


Jail 


[26] 


One of the few standing one-room school houses of pre- consolidation 
days. There were 50 such school houses in the county at one time. 


EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS IN UNION COUNTY 


In 1833, the State Legislature permitted this county to take a census to determine 
its proportion of the poor school fund. The legislature also approved a school for the 
county known as the Blairsville Academy. In 1835, the legislature approved a sum of 
$315 to build the Academy. It further declared that no teacher of the poor was allowed 
to draw public funds until examined by a majority of the inferior court and found quali- 
fied. Also, in this same year the Academic fund was added to the poor school fund, and 
the incorporation of the Academy was repealed. However, in 1836 the Academy again was in- 
corporated. 

This early enactment of legislation for schools in the newly formed county indi- 
cates that a progressive citizenry migrated into the area from the north and south 


prior to the establishment of the county in 1832 and immediately after this date. They 
[271 


Mr. JT. Walker. 
Principal of Notla River Baptist High School- later 
became known as Blairsville Collegiate Instirute. 


was later used as the Masonic Hall. 


brought with them at least some knowledge 
of schools and learning with their desire 
to escape the aristocracy of other sections 
of the country. Subscriptions were sought, 
and a fee of five cents per day or one 
dollar a head for each child was promised, 
and the spark for learning was ignited 
that has since grown even though at some 
times slowly. 

Our first knowledge of a school was 
the Blairsville Academy, a long two-story 
building with a chimney at each end for 


heating purposes. It is reported that it 


The Academy stood where the present Milton Inn 


stands. Тї was an early landmark of Blairsville but was torn down immediately after 


the Civil Маг. Schools were suspended during the war and never started again in the old 


Academy, 


Hood School- Up 


ssell Highway. This was the last building which 


James У. Smith was the master, with Douglas Bradshaw and J. J. Goodrum аз 


teachers, 

A school was revived 
by a Mr. Haralson of Blairs- 
ville, who hired a Mr. Moton 
from Virginia to teach in a 
little house erected near 
the Bradshaw home just west 
of the Blairsville town square, 
Dr. Fain taught at this 
School, The next school 


house was a three-room log 


house which was weather board- 


served to house the students of Upper Chostoe before consolidation took ed and ceiled and stood about 


the school to Blairsville. 
[28] 


Track Rock School 1920 
two hundred yards south of the public square, near the present dwelling of the late Mrs. 
Eula Colwell. Dr. Watkins, John Ross and Mrs. С. J. Wellborn were among the teachers at 
this place. It is not known the duration of these schools. A room in Mr. Buck Candler's 
home served as a school and classroom with Mr. C. Je Wellborn as teacher. Following this, 
a building was located near the present home of the late Dr. T. N. Berry and served as a 


church and as a school house. А Mrs. Chastain served as teacher here. In 1870, a house 


dh 


| | Cnostoe Elementary School Building. Опе of the 
Blairsville Collegiate Institute. few old buildings standing today. 


[29] 


was constructed near the Blairsville Cemetery which served as both church house for the 
Baptists and Methodists and as the community school. The corps of teachers here included 
а Мг. Luther, L. E. Maunty, Mr. Swanson, Bill Logan, Mr. Tyson, Mr. Hollan, John Hamby, 
Pear Christopher and Claud Butt. 

In 1871, the State Legislature confirmed the actions of the Legislature of 1868 in 
regard to education and thus began the free public schools in the state. А Мг. Hamby 
taught the first free school supplemented by subscription at this place. 

Schools were conducted in other parts of the county as population demanded. M. A. 
Poteat, William Little and Bill Rich taught in the Ivy Log District before 1850. Mr. 
Frank Conley and Alf Kincaid taught in the Dooley and Ivy Log Districts. Henry Berrong 
and a Mr, Hunnicutt were teachers in these districts. А. M. Conley taught the first free 
School in Ivy Log. 

In 1880 and 1881, two schools were operated in Union County which were financed by 
the George W. Peabody 
Foundation. One of the 
Schools was located in 
the Coosa District, but 
the exact location is now 
uncertain, Legend has it 
that the school was near 
the Coosa Methodist Church. 
The other school was lo- 
cated at Antioch, The 
school there was under the 
direction of Reverend 
Benjamin Ledford and was 
assisted by Mr. M. Le 
Mauney, 


A boarding school Ur. M.D. Collins-Native of Union County State School Superintendent for 


25 years. 
was established at 


[30] 


Antioch in 1882 and was in 
operation until 1886. Mr. 
Me Le Ledford was in charge 
of this school and was 
assisted by Benjamin М. 
Ledford. Log cabins were 
constructed near the school 
building in which the stu- 
dents lived and attended the 
school. This was perhaps 
the only high school serving 
the area at this time. A 
reunion of the students who 


attended the Antioch School 


was held in 1931. It is 


Woody Gap High School- Woody Gap School in Suches- the only school in 
‘Union County that has not been consolidated. There are about 126 quite remarkable that after 


ts- Grades 1-12. 
students- Gr & lapse of some forty-six 


years, fifty-seven of the students returned for the reunion. 

Most all the early school houses were used for church meetings or vice versa. Reli- 
&ion was a predominant influence on the curriculum during the early period of this country 
and of Union County, The typical building was a small log house with a chimney and fire- 
place for heating purposes. Many times the dirt was used for the floor. The assignment 
of a teacher in a multigraded classroom with seventy-five to a hundred students was to 
teach from eight to ten hours per day with emphasis upon orthography, reading, writing, 
English grammar, geography and arithmetic. There was very little equipment, uncomfortable 
home-made benches, usually without backs, and very few books. This represented the typi- 
cal organizational structure of the school of this early era, 

The names of some of the earlier schools may be typical of the common household words 
used by the early settlers: Windy Hill, Spriggs Chapel, Shady Grove, Pleasant Hill, Lick- 


skillet, Wild Boar Institute, Rocky Hill, Blood Mountain, County Line. [31] 


An interesting commentary оп the schools of the county in 1887 is found in the 
records of the schools of that date and reported to the Grand Jury at the Spring Term of 
the Superior Court of Union County. Мг. Fe Ge Duncan was the County School Commissioner. 
Quotes: "То the Honorable Grand Jury of Union County, Spring Term, 1889. Gentlemen, in 
compliance with the law and my duty as county school commissioner of Union County I here- 
with submit my report for your inspection, 


To amount brought from last year, 1887 $ 58.12 
Last year's S. S. C.'s order 1,464.73 
Fall tax rec'd of T. C. 1,044.71 
Total: $2,567.56 
Paid out by order of the board 82, 176. 65 
Making a difference of: $ 90.91 


which will be carried to the year 1889. 

There were 39 white schcols and one colored. 

There were 1254 white males and 1026 white females. 

There were 12 males and 16 females, colored. 

Studying Orthography 2078, Reading 656, Writing 169, English Grammar 131, Geography 
102, and Arithmetic 482. The public fund paid 621/3 % on the dollar of each teacher's 
claim for the year 1888, With my thanks 
gentlemen I submit the above report. 


Fe Ge Duncan 5,0,5, 
April 1, 1889 


At the Spring Term of the Superior Court 
of Union County, Mr. Duncan made his report 
for the year 1895: 

There were 49 white schools in 1895. 

There was one colored school in 1895. 

Enrollment, white 2700 


Enrollment, colored 57 № д Шш SU 
Henson School House Mary Self- Teacher. Included 
Average attendance, white 1333 in picture: Brabb Waldroup, Howard Curtis, Floyd 
Berry, Gardner Spiva, Norma Self, Joe Teague, 
; Average attendance, colored 39 Iva Teague (Hutson) 
32] 


у“ 2 " <A i 
This shows a part of the old road that was in use by 


Uncle Bud Miller's place in Chostoe. Students 
passed along this road going to Young Harris 


Henson School House Jack Lance- Teacher College. 
The amount received from all sources for year 1895; $5,275.91 
Amount paid the C.S.C, salary 200.00 
Amount paid M.B.E. 58.00 
Amount paid "Expert" 25.00 
Amount paid for printing, postage, etc. 30.14 
Amount paid teachers 4,965.75 
Total paid out $5,278.89 
Amount paid out by order of the board $5,275.91 


Leaving no balance on hand, but I have paid out of my own money $2.98. 
Very respectfully submitted, 


F. G Duncan, С.5.С. 
April 7, 1896 


In Choestoe, Marcus Thomas and Soloman Chapman taught at perhaps the first school 
near the present site of New Liberty Church, When the third house was built that was 
used for a school house and church at the present Choestoe site, the building was moved 
near the home of "Uncle Bud Miller", The early teachers of this section were: Jack Souther, 
Bill Howard, Boot Swain, Tom Butt, A Мг, Stone, Frank Collins, Newt Swain, Headen Self, 
Bill Albert Souther, Bud Miller, John Twiggs, John Logan and Jeff Crane. Ted Wright 


taught the first school west of the Notla River in Choestoe District in 1868. Other (9% 


early teachers of this area were Tom Coke Hughes, Jim West, Richard Christopher, John 
and Pat McGee, Vina Erwin and LaFayette Ledford. 

It is impossible to enumerate the teachers of the county since the organization of 
the state taxation system was organized in 1871 with Mr. Chap Hughes as the first commis- 
sioner of the county. They were called commissioners instead of superintendents and were 
elected by the County Board of Education, The board was in turn was elected by the Grand 
Jury. Those serving after Mr. Hughes were in order: Joshua Anderson, T. J. Butt, Ned 
Rogers, Frank Duncan, М. L. Ledford, Andy Clements, Charles Mauney, Tom Patterson, Je We 
Twiggs, C. R. Waldroop, Fran Shuler, Pat Helton, C. Re Collins, Wayne Thompson and Earl 
Odom. Teacher's salaries of the first free shcools were based on attendance averages and 
was approximately $19.75 per month for a three month's term, 

For a long while education was at a very low ebb. More schools were needed, more 
efficient teachers were in demand. The first educational funds for the county were 
$737.00. In 1897, the expenditures amounted to $5,992.69 where as in 1932 they were 
approximately $16,000.00. 

At the turn of the century there were forty-nine white schools and one Negro school 
in the county. In 1930, there were thirty-two schools scattered through the fourteen 
districts of the county. Due to the topography of the county, consolidation was slow, 
but by 1925 a start had been made, The first one-teacher school to be consolidated so 
far as record can be traced was the Windy Hill School, situated on what is known as the 
Smokey Road. It was brought into Blairsville. The mode of transportation was a model-T 
Ford truck owned by Мг. Iunsford, principal of the Blairsville Collegiate Institute. on 
the weekends the truck was used by jacking up a wheel and placing a belt on the tire. Tt 
pulled the cutoff saw to cut firewood to operate the heaters in the school and the dorm- 
itory. 

In 1906, a school was organized by the Notla River Baptist Association and was 
located on the hill east of Blairsville. It was know as the Notla River Baptist High 
School. Mr. J. Y. Walker was in charge for two years. During 1908 and 1909, professors 
Petty and Walker struggled along with very little equipment and little cooperation. In 


1909 and 1910, a Mr. Ashmore was principal. The year 1910 marked a change in the proce- 
[34] 


= 


dure of the school. Professor J. R. Iunsford was elected principal and served through 
1913. During his administration the school was graded, a class was graduated and a de- 
finite procedure was set up. The class of 1912 was the first to graduate, The members 
меге: Florence Bowling, Sallie Rogers and Ethel Walker, Mr. Iunsford succeeded in 
getting the Mercer University System, and hence the name was changed to Blairsville 
Collegiate Institute, 

Significant is the fact that the second impetus of the school was under the 
direction of another Мг. Iunsford. М. Pe Lunsford was elected to the principalship in 
1922. Permanent records were kept; a systematic grading system was installed that re- 
sulted in standard high school. The name again was changed to Blairsville High School, 
The school did more constructive work during the four years he served as principal than 
all the previous years of the school's existence. In 1928, the Baptist Association and 
the Home Mission Board sold the School to the Union County Board of Education for $1,000, 
and under the leadership of Dr. J. M. Nicholson as principal, the school became an А-1 
high school, and the name again was changed to Union County High School. At this point 
the boys and girls had the opportunity to attend a high school with equal opportunities 
with other students in Georgia. 

Josiah Spurling was perhaps the outstanding man in the county during his day. Не 
taught school in the county one hundred and twenty-eight years ago and was known for his 
knowledge of Shakespeare and originality. There are more college graduates from the 
Choestoe District according to population than any other place in Georgia. The spark 
that ignited this desire is attributed to John 0. Hicks of Hayesville, North Carolina, 
Grayson Nichols of Young Harris, Georgia, went to school with him and then taught school 


at Harmony Grove where the Choestoe boys went to get their reading and arithmetic. Jona~ 
than Gilreath and John McGee were also men who fired the imagination of the young men in 
Choestoe. In 1932 and 1933, one of the longest school bus routes in the United States was 
operated in Union County. It was patronized by the students in the Suches area of the 
county who were brought by bus through Woody Gap via Turner's Corner and to the high school 
in Blairsville. 

In 1939, the small one-room schools of Canada, Gaddistown and Cooper Creek were [35] 


consolidated into the Woody Gap High School. This was a modern building built by WPA 
labor out of native stone and has continuously served the boys and girls of that area. 
Today there are only two school sites in the county, Blairsville and Suchese 


There are more than 1850 boys and girls transported to these two sites. 


Byron Herbert Reece, Nationally known poet, author, and lecturer. Mr. 
Reece was warm hearted, plain spoken and down to earth. He overcame 


seemingly impossible obstacles to write hs his name in the lasting pages 
of literary history. He wasa native son of Union County. 


[36] 
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The school known as the Blairsville Academy is referred to in this book, Here you 
are shown the students! names and the teacher's name for the year 1859. The record 
further states that T. S. Butt, district treasurer, paid $7.27 as his portion of the 
common school fund on the written claim by S. V. Smith, July 17, 1860. 


A copy of a teacher's certificate is shown herewith, This certificate issued to 
Мг. 4. Не Seabolt was the first one issued by Mr. С. S. Mauney when he became County 
School Commissioner of Union County. Teachers were granted a first grade, second 


grade or third grade certificate depending on the score made on the examination given 
by the School Commissioner, [39] 


GOLD MINES 


It is said that there was gold mining going on in Union County before Dahlonega 
and Lumpkin County found their gold. me mountains contain gold mine holes ~ holes 
simply dug into the side of mountains with very little shoring if any — and from these 
holes came small amounts of gold. 

One area of the county that is supposed to hold some rich gold is the Coosa area. 
Folks in Coosa had relatives that spent most of their time looking for gold up in the 
hills surrounding the Coosa community. It is reported that as much as $2,000,000 in 
gold was found in Union County. 

There is a good sized mine hole on Wellborn mountain, As the mine shaft is on 


private property, we will not pinpoint its location any further. 


Bill Fortenberry panning for gold in Union County. 


[40] 


Union County proudly 
boasts of three native 
sons serving on the 
state's highest court: 
The Supreme Court of 
Georgiae Two were chief 
justices and one was an 
associate justice: Mr. 
Charles Reid, Mr. Henry 
Duckworth and Мг. Tom 
Se Candler. These men 
served with distinction 
and dignity their native 


Thomas Slaughter Candler William Henry Duckworth State and with honor for 


Union County. 


Charles Reed 141] 


98. 
99, 


100. 
101. 


102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 


109. 


Shown above аге the names of persons representing Union County as state represen- 


STATE REPRESENTATIVES 


UNION COUNTY Created Dec. 3, 1832 


1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 


John Thomas 

John Thomas 
Johnson P. Wellborn 
Johnson P. Wellborn 
Johnson P. Wellborn 
Johnson P. Wellborn 
John Bryson 
Johnson P. Wellborn 
Johnson P. Wellborn 
Johnson P. Wellborn 
Johnson P. Wellborn 
1845 John Butt 

1847 Elisha Heddon 
1849-50 John H. Penland 
1851-52 John B. Chastain 
1853-54 Andrew Young 
1855-56 S. J. Smith 
1857-58 John S. Fain 
1859-60 John S. Fain 


1880-81 Adj. 
James Van Buren 
Smith 
1882-83 Ex.-03 Ann. Adj. 

V. M. Waldrop 
1884-85 Adj. 

T. J. Haralson 
1886-87 Adj. 

Martin Luther Mauney 
1888-89 Adj. J. Y. Walker 
1890-91 Adj. J. W. Parham 
1892-93 Е. W. Butts 

Claude S. Kitchens 
1894-95 Т. C. Hughes 
1896-97 J. У. Lance 
1898-99 J. Y. Walker 
1900-01 Carlton Juan Well- 

born, Jr 
1902-03-04 
Carlton Juan Well- 
born, Jr. 
1905-06 F. E. Conley 
1907-08-08 Ех. 

Т. М. Веггу 
1909-10 T. N. Berry 
1911-12 Ех.-12 

F. J. Collins 
1913-14 John W. Hendrix 
1915-15 Ex.-16-17 Ех. 

Е, J. Collins 
1917-18 F. J. Collins 
1919-29 J. С. Dyer 
1921-22 $. H. Neal 
1923-23 Ех.-24 

С. A. Duvall 
1925-26 Ex.-26 2nd Ex. 

Bonnell Harold Stone 


1927 Robert Lee Lance 


tatives from 1833 to the present date. 


[42] 


14: 
78. 


79, 
80. 


121. 
122. 
123. 
124, 
125. 
126. 
127. 
128. 
129. 
130. 


131. 
142. 


1861-62-63 Ex. 

William G. Butt 
1863-64 Ex.-64-65 Ex. 

James H. Huggins 
1865-66-66 L. M. Hughes 
1868 Ex.-69 

John H. Penland 

(declared ineligible 
by military board, 


) 

1870 Ех. W. С. B. Rogers 
1871-72-72 Adj. 

Joseph Reid 
1873-74 M. Williams 
1875-76 John S. Fain 
1877 T. J. Haralson 
1878-79 Adj. 

Thomas J. Butt 


1929-31 Ex. 

Bonnel! Harold Stone 
1931 Virgil Marion Waldroop 
19084 Elmon |. Crawford 
1935 James Nando Parker 
1937-38 Ex. 

Ernest L. McCravey 
1939 Ex.-39-40 

E. S. Dockery 
1941 Ex.-41-42 

Charles Elbert Rich 
1943-43 Ex.-44 Ex. 

Claud C. Boynton 
1945-45 Ex.-46 

Claud C. Boynton 
1947-48 Ex.-48 2nd Ex. 

William Thomas Meeks, 


Ir: 
1949-49 Ex.-50 
William Thomas Meeks, 


Jr. 

1951-52 Jack G. Tarpley 
1953-54 Jack С. Тагрјеу 
1955-55 Ex.-56 Jack С. Tarpley 
1957-58 Jack С. Tarpley 
1959-60 Robert W. Jones 
1961-62 Ex.-62 2nd Ex. 

Erwin Bonnell Akins. 
1963-64 Ex.-64 

William T. Meeks, Jr. 
1965-66 Carlton Colwell 
1966-Dist. 5 Carlton Colwell 
1967-68 Dist. 5 Carlton Colwell 
1969-70 Dist. 5 Carlton Colwell 
1971-72 Dist. 5 Carlton Colwell 
1973-74 Dist. 

Post 1 

Post 2 


+ 
Carlton Н. Colwell. 
Ralph Twiggs 


STATE SENATORS 


UNION COUNTY—Created Dec. 3, 1832 


65. 1840 .. Samuel Young 
Jameson 

66. 1841............. Samuel Young 
Jameson 

67. 1842. Thomas Rutherford 

68. 1843. Samuel Young 
Jameson 


FORTY-FOURTH DISTRICT 


30, 18393) 2325 ш John Butt Jr. 

59. 1834... John Butt, Jr. 

60. 18335. John B. Chastain 
61. 1836... John Butt, Jr. 

62. 1837 John Вии, Jr. 

63. zm Thomas Rutherford 
64. 1839........ Thomas Rutherford 
69. 1645 John D. Fields 

70. 1847 ......Elihu S. Barclay 


71. 1849-50. . William Woods 
72. 1851-52 . Johnson P. Wellborn 


UNION COUNTY 


-73. 1853-54. Samuel Young Jame- 
son 
74. 1855-56. Samuel Young Jame- 


75. 1857-58 .. . Andrew Young 
76. 1859-60... E. S. Barclay 


FORTIETH DISTRICT 


son 
77. 1861-62-63 
EX. Samuel Young 
Jameson 


78. 1863-64 Ex. Simpson Reid (died 
May, 1864) 
1864-65 Ex., B. M. Ledford 
79. 1865-66-66 John England 
80. 1868-Ex.-69- 
70 Ex. . Carlton J. Wellborn 
81. 1871-72-72 
Adj. Carlton J. Wellborn 
82. 1873-74 ...... H. W. Cannon 
83. 1875-76. . Cannon 
84. 1377 John England 
85. 1878-79 Adj. Carlton J. Wellborn 


97. 1902-03-04 Mercer Lafayette 
Ledford 
98. 1905.06 Robert E. A. Hamby 


99. 1907-08-08 

EX. A. E. Lashley 
100. 1909-10 . F. E. Conley + 
101. 1911-12 Ex.- 

12 ......H. C. Blalock 
102. 1913-14 J. F. Johnson 
103. 1915-15 Ex. 

16-17 Ex. Pat Haralson | 
104. 1917-18 Thaddeus L. Bynum 
105. 1919-20 William D. Rice 
106. 1921-22 Pat Haralson 
107. 1923-23 Ex.- 

24 . Robert E. A. Hamby 
108. 1925-26 Ex.- 

26 2d Ex. Ezekiel Candler 


Wellborn 

109. 1927 Stephen Grady 
Miller 

110. 1929-31 Ex. Charles Edward 
Cannon 

111. 1931 J. Cline Puett 


86. 1880-81 Adj. William Asbury 


Curtis 
87. 1882-03 Ex. 
83 Ann. 
Adj. . J. W. Foster 


88. 1884-85 Adj. McD. Caldwell 
89. 1886-87 Adj. Ј. M. Ritchie 
90. 1888-89 Adj. J. W. Foster 
91. 1890-91 Adj. William E. Candler 
92. 1892-93 T. A. Robinson 
93. 1894-95 W. H. McClure 
94. 1896-97 Adj. 
-97 J. Y. Walker 
95. 1898-99 W. J. Greene 
96. 1900-01... J. Miles Berrong 


112. 1933 Patrick Henry 
Haralson 
113. 1935 Russell Ellis Cannon 
114. 1937-38 Ex. Walter J. Burrell 
115. 1939 Ex. 39-40 James Willis 
Twiggs 
116. 1941 Ex. 41-42 Russell Ellis 
Саппоп 
117. 1943-43 Ex., 
44 Ex. Orsbon Lynell Foster 
118. 1945-45 
Ex.-46 Dr. C. J. Wellborn 
(now deceased) 
119. 1947-48 
Ex. 48 2nd Ех. Loranzy Thomas 
Mitchell 
120. 1949-49 
Ех.-50 . Orsbon Lynell Foster 
121. 1951-52 Bonnell Akins 
122. 1953-54 Harry L. Brown 
123. 1955-55 Ех., 
56 William Kiser Dean 
124. 1957-58 Dr. II. M. Edge 
125. 1959-60 R. E. Cannon 
126. 1961-62 
Ex.-62 2nd Ex. Zell Bryan Miller 


FIFTIETH DISTRICT 


127. 1963-64 Ex.- 
64 - Zell Bryan Miller 
128. 1965-66 Robert K. Ballew 


Here above are shown the roster of state senators representing Union County in 


the General Assembly from 1833 to 1974. 


125. 1967-68 Maylon K. London 
130. 1969-70 Maylon K. London 
131. 1971-72 Maylon K. London 
132. 1973-71 Maylon К. London 


[43] 


Mt. Lebanon Baptist Church in the Canada District near Suches, Ga. 
CHURCHES 


There are several denominations presently active in Union County. Two of these, 
Baptist and Methodist, have been active in the county since the 1830's when the first 
white settlers reportedly came to this area, The Baptists were the first ones to witness 
the Christian faith in the county, and down through the years they have been the largest 
denomination in the county. The Methodist circuit-riding preachers soon came into the 
area and began work among the people by 1840. In later years other Christian denomina- 
tions began to work in Union County and established Christian Fellowships here. Among 
the present ones are Church of God, Church of Christ, Interdenominational, Holiness, 
Nazarene and Catholic, 

After looking for information on the churches of our county, we received what is 


recorded in this book, 
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REV. ЛМ HEAD — BAPTIST PREACHER — А remarkable, versatile man. He was a minister, carpenter, black- 
smith, an inventor, songwriter, school teacher. His song, “Pilgrim’s Rest", was copyrighted. He invented а wat- 
er wheel, a lock, and was working on other projects prior to his death. 


Baptist 
The Baptist Churches of Union County contain over half of the population of our 


county. They are scattered throughout the county and include both Independent Baptist 
and Southern Baptist churches. 

The first Baptist Church (the first church of any kind) in Union County was 
Choestoe Baptist. This Southern Baptist Church has written records that go back to 
September 5, 1834, and it is the only church in Union County to have its records on file 
at the Georgia Archives. From its records we read where slaves and freemen worshipped 
under the same roof and shared the same gospel. From the records of Choestoe we also 
gained the following insights into the life of that Baptist Church. 

November 25, 1848 ~ Henry d. King, clerk, received request from Mt. Pisga Baptist 
Church in Lumpkin County, Georgia, for the Eldership of Choestoe to meet with them to 


aid in the ordination of Deacons. [45] 


September 17, 1859 — sent greetings to 
annual meeting of Chestatee Association from 
the Baptist Church of Christ at Choestoe, 
Union County, Georgia, advising delegates 
chosen: William Prewit, Daniel Duckworth, 
| John C. Ballew, J. C. Ballew, clerk, and 
William Prewit, moderator. 

September 7, 1871 — article of agree- 
ment made and entered by William H. Reece 


and subscribers to teach school. 


па И и NS November 1, 1873 — request from Bible 
IVY LOG BAPTIST CHURCH 
Board to each church of the Notla River 
Baptist Association for collection for Bible funds. 
September 7, 1895 – religious experiences as related by J. H. Collins. 


Notla River Baptist Association Churches and year organized; 


Antioch 1842 Bunker Hill 1941 Ebenezer 1860 
Bethlehem 1848 Choestoe 1834 Fairview 1896 (inactive) 
Blairsville 1900 Corinth 1897 Harmony — 


CHOSTOE BAPTIST CHURCH - This is the 5th build- 
ing on this site or nearby. This First Church in the coun- 


ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH ty with records going back to 1834. 
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Harmony Grove 1847 New Uriion 1886 Thomas 1940 


(inactive) 
Ivy Log 1838 Old Liberty 1869 Track Rock 1870 
М. Lebanon 1904 Philadelphia 1840 Union 1897 
Mte Pleasant I 1879 Pinetop 1849 Zebulon 1853 
Mt. Pleasant II 1840 Pleasant Grove 1840 Zion 1865 


Mt. Zion 1854 Pleasant Hill 1869 
The Baptist Churches continue to propagate the gospel, and their churches are alive 
and well in Union County. 


Methodist 

The first work done by Methodists in this county was done between 1830 and 1835. 
The Methodist preachers came from North Carolina and preached revivals, and between 
1835 and 1845 the first Methodist Churches were built. 

The first two Methodist Churches seem to have been Confidence (still in existence) 
and Epworth. These churches and others were started by local preachers of the Methodist 
Church rather than elders, as there were very few Methodist elders in those early days. 

The early records show а Quarterly Conference being held at Bethel Church, April 7, 
1849. The churches listed in that Quarterly Conference were: Salem, Shady Grove, 
Arkaquah (now extinct), Young Cane (now extinct), Gaddistown (now extinct), Blairsville, 
Bethel, Brooks (now extinct), Mt. Zion (now extinct), Skeenah (now extinct), Confidence, 
Epworth (now extinct), and Сооза. 

The Methodist Churches in this area in 1849 were in the Dahlonega District, later 
they were in the Marietta District, and now they are in the Gainesville District. 

Over the years the churches merged or just disappeared. In 1851, New Hope Church 
wás started, and now today it has disappeared. About 1850, Dillard's Chapel was started, 
and it, too, has been dissolved. We will take a look at the present Methodist Churches 
and give а short history of each. 

Blairsville (active) 

Blairsville has always been a strong Baptist community, but the Methodist began 
holding services in 1840, and a church was erected before 1854. This building was on 


the west side of town across Highway 76 from where the Baptist Church now stands. The 
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BLAIRSVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


cemetary located there is now owned by the city or families of those buried there. 

In 1890, the church moved to a building on the north side of town (where the new 
county office building is now located). They progressed there until the 1930's when 
there was a drastic decrease in attendance and interest, In 1938, Мг. Charles Reid 
offered а lot on the south side of town, The church accepted the offer, and the old 
church property was sold to the county, In time the present building was constructed 
with the educational wing being added in 1960, 

Bethel (active) 

Bethel is located in the Arkaquah District of Union County. Early services seem 
to have been held in Track Rock School. Arkaquah Church was in the same area, About 
1900, the Arkaquah Church closed, and its members and the members of Bethel, under the 
leadership of John Ellis, erected a building in 1900-01. In 1948, it was repaired and 
repainted. Later а new church was built a short distance from the old site and ceme- 


tery. 
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Salem (inactive) 

Salem is located in the Choestoe District. It was about 1840-55 that the Methodists 
began to work in this area. Most were probably converts of "Old Choestoe" Campground 
located about three miles north of the Salem community. Between 1850-60 a church and 
school building were erected. In 1875, a бере building was erected for a Methodist 
Church, In 1911, the church was relocated about a mile east of the old site under the 
leadership of V. Le Braye The early leaders of this church were the Twiggs, Lances 
and Allisons. John Twiggs, from Salem, became a local preacher and made a great contri- 
bution to the church, Salem has had an unusual influence in the educational field. It 
has been reported that this community has produced more college-trained men than any 
community in Georgia per capita. In 1925, Sunday School rooms were added, and in 1948, 
the church was almost completely torn down and remodeled. 

Shady Grove (active) 

Shady Grove Church is located in the Owltown District. It has a large cemetery 
beside it. An unusual thing for this section is the fact that the first grave was that 
of a Negro boy, as there have been few Negroes in Union County, and there are none now. 

In the late 1830's, the men got together, cut trees, hewed the logs and built the 
first church building. Folks can remember their folks talking about the Indians, who 
had several villages in this area, walking by 
the open doors of the church building during 
the hours of worship. 

John Butt, March Addington and Mr. 
Killian were among the first pioneers. Mr. 
Drury Logan gave the ground and helped build 
Shady Grove's first church building. Wilson 
Stevens bought the Logan property, and in 
1851 or 1869 the present property was signed 


over to the Shady Grove Church. The trus— 


tees were Drury Logan, М. C. Hughes, М. Le : 
Howard, S. A. Majores and Josiah Daniel. MOUNT ZION SINGING SCHOOL —1925 дој 
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EARLY MINISTERS AND TEACHERS 


— > а? >. aperti УТ 
Rev. Т. С. Hughes, Methodist Minister. Widely remembered 
as The Bishop of the Mountains". 
In 1889, a new building was erected. This was a frame building and was erected 
under the guidance of Rev. Maxie Jay, Me Ge Hamby, Hampton Fortenberry and Q. F. Reece. 
In 1932, talk began of repairing the church, Frank Spiva, Me Pe Hamby, J. M. Berry, 
We Y. Curtis and Lovic Hamby secured a new building. The members and a few other citi- 
zens helped in building the new church. In 1936 or 1937, Will McClure painted the church, 
In 1948, Sunday School rooms were added, a stoop built, asbestos shingles put on and 
memorial windows added. Gus Holt, Felton Reece, Elbert Lance, Olin and Bimond Fields 
were responsible for much of this work. 
The Rev. Will T. Hamby preached here; and Rev. Ted Lance, son of Coy Lance and Ruby 
Jewel Nix Lance, preached his first sermon here in June, 1956. 
Confidence (active) 
Confidence is located in the Young Cane District. Between 1835-45, the church was 


organized and the first building was erected about 1845. The church grew rapidly and 
[51] 


was head of the Young Cane Circuit, now disbanded. About 1875, a parsonage for the 
preacher was built. In 1890, a new church building was constructed, and Confidence 
during this time was the largest Methodist Church in the county. During World War I 
people began to leave this section of the county. In 1945, it was decided to build a 
new church, and this building was completed in 1948. Today this building is used by 
the congregation for worship. 

Coosa (active) 

Coosa Church is located in the Coosa District. The first settlers, the Duncans, 
сате to this section about 1830. Sometime between 1835-10, М. R. Duncan built а Metho- 
dist Church on his property. The church was always small, but it has always been char- 
acterized as a congregation where the people are deeply religious. In 1865, a new 
building was erected which was extensively repaired in 1948. 

Dillard's Chapel (inactive) 

Dillard's Chapel was started between 1850-75 over the line in Fannin County. A 
circuit preacher, named Dillard, started the church. Dolph Taffers and Hershal Rhodes 
were charter members. It was started as an independent church with Methodist preachers. 
In 1890, a new church building was erected, but by 1920 most people had left the Dillard 
community in Fannin County. Rev. Re I. Johnson organized a church in the Timber Ridge 
community, then under the leadership of S. R. England, Dillard's Chapel was moved from 
Fannin County to its present location in Union County. In two years membership grew 
from nine to thirty-one. 

We Р. Totherow cleared the new site, and J. В. Legg donated the land for church and 
cemetery. Miss Lucy Totherow became Sunday School Superintendent. People moved from 
this ом over the years, and today the church is no longer standing. 

New Hope (inactive) 

Hew Hope is located in the Ivy Log District. In the 1830's deeds were secured for 
this church which was at first known as Ivy Log and was located one and a half miles 
north of the present New Hope. This church was part of a North Carolina Circuit. As 
the Civil Wai’ drew near, southern patriots of Ivy Log Church began to hold services in 


their homes. In 1851, land was secured for a Methodist Episcopal Church, South and 
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named New Hope. This original building was 
still standing until a few months ago. After 
the Civil War, the Ivy Log Methodist Church 
grew weaker, and its last remaining members 
moved their membership to New Hope. Over 

the years New Hope was overlooked by the 
Methodist Conference, and it became weaker. 
In 1947, there was renewed interest in New 
Hope, and the old church building was com 


pletely renovated. 


Today the church is no longer active. 


о 


Bray (active) | пина Shady Grove Church. Taught by 

Bray was formerly known as Pleasant Hill 
and is located three miles north of Blairsville. Between 1880-85, Joseph К. Duncan drew 
up deeds for an interdenominational churche The donor became dissatisfied and made up 
new deeds in 1892 and deeded the property to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Since 
that time it has been a very "Methodist" church in its activities. An attempt to combine 
Pleasant Hill and Blairsville Churches in 1928 or 1929 was not successful. In 1931-32, 
with renewed interest the church was reorganized, and a new church was built on the ori- 
ginal lot. Later the church was relocated to a garage-lunchroom building on Route 129 
and 19, and the building was converted to а nice church building, and the name was changed 
to Bray Methodist Church, 

Providence (active) 

A small church, Epworth, was located about two miles from the present location of 
Providence, When Epworth was disbanded most of its members came to the Providence 
community and with the few Methodists there, established the Providence Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, North. In 1851, the first church building was erected a short distance 
from where the present church stands, Providence was on the Fannin County Circuit of 
the Northern District. 


There were some problems in the community. In ten years, six churches and two 
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THE OLD RIVER MILL DAM 


schools were burned. In 1915, the 
Methodist Church was burned and rebuilt 
in 1920. In the 1930's, TVA came into 
the community, and many were forced to 
sell their farms and move, The Provi- 
dence membership dropped during this 
period, 

In 1939, with the union of the 
three branches of the Methodist Church, 
Providence became a part of the Union 


Circuit, In 1949, a new building was 
constructed, 


Rev. James J. Hood Family circa 1920 
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ТА NORTHWEST UNION COUNTY CHURCHES 


Thomas Chapel 

Bethany Church 

Ivy Log Church (Baptist) 

New Hope Church (Methodist — abandoned) 
Zion Hill Church 

Oak Grove Church (Baptist) 

Mt. Zion Church (Baptist) 

Mt. Olivet Church 

Bethlehem Church (Baptist) 

Confidence Church (Methodist) 

New Union Church 

Providence Church (Methodist) 

Liberty Church (Baptist) 

House of Prayer Church (Interdenominational) 
Bray Church (Methodist) 

Antioch Church (Baptist) 


Ebenezer Church (Baptist) 
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2A CENTRAL 


Pleasant Hill Church 
Interdenominational Church 
Philadelphia Church (Baptist) 
Bunker Hill Church (Baptist) 
Pleasant Grove Church (Baptist) 
Coosa Church (Methodist) 
Victory Church 

Pleasant Hill Church (Baptist) 


UNION COUNTY CHURCHES 
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ЗА SOUTHWEST UNION COUNTY CHURCHES 


Zion Church (Baptist) 

Harmony Church (Baptist) 

М. Lebanon Church (Baptist) 
Mt. Pleasant Church (Baptist) 
Corinth Church (Baptist) 

Mt. Airy Church 
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1B NORTHEAST UNION COUNTY CHURCHES 


Smyrna Church (Baptist) 
Ebenezer Church (Baptist) 
Dry Branch Church 

Bray Church (Methodist) 
Youngstown Church (Baptist) 
Ebenezer Church (Baptist) 
Zion Church (Methodist) 
Track Rock Church (Baptist) 
Bethel Church (Methodist) 


Harmony Grove Church (Baptist) 
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2В SOUTHEAST 


New Harmony Church (Baptist) 
New Hope Church 

Owltown Church (Church of God) 
Shady Grove Church (Methodist) 
New Liberty Church (Baptist) 
Old Liberty Church (Baptist) 
Choestoe Church (Baptist) 
Salem Church (Methodist) 
Union Church (Baptist) 
Pinetop Church (Baptist) 


UNION COUNTY CHURCHES 
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1840 = 3,152 
1850 ~ 7,234 
1860 — 4,413 
1870 = 5,267 
1880 — 6,431 


1860 


1870 


1880 


CENSUS RECORDS 


1890 ~ 7,749 
1900 = 8,481 
1910 – 6,918 
1920 – 6,455 
1930 – 6,340 


1890 
1900 
1910 


1920 


1930 


1940 


1940 - 7,680 
1950 = 7,318 
1960 = 6,510 
1970 – 6,811 
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COUNTY OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1833 


Й 


Arthur Gilbert, Clerk, superior Court, installed March 20, 1833 
Joseph Jackson, Clerk of the Interior Court 
James Crow, Sheriff 
James Gaddis, Coroner 
Joseph ra, Sbrvigor COUNTY OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1850 
John Nicholson, Sheriff 
Thomas М. Hughes, Clerk, Superior Court 
Eliott Bowling, Clerk, Inferior Court 
William Sparks, Tax Receiver 


William Colwell, Tax Collector 


James Alston, County Surveyor 
Elisha Carroll, Coroner 


First Union County Hospital Authority: left to right, Manley Hamby, Ben Carr, Pat Akins, Wayne Stroud, Bruce 
Hunt. 
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COUNTY OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1866 


Charles Le Hill, Sheriff 

John Me Rich, Clerk, Superior Court 
Elliott Bowling, Clerk, Inferior Court 
Martin В. Gaddis, Tax Receiver 

Je V. Lance, Tax Collector 

James С. Preckard, Coroner 

Edward Rogers, Surveyor 


William A, Lyon, Treasurer 


COUNTY OFFICERS FOR THE YFAR 1901 


8. Y. Jarrett, Ordinary 


Je Le Harkins, Clerk, Superior Court 


S. A. Pless, Sheriff Served in the War Between the States. Practiced med- 
icine and was a preacher. CAPTAIN JOHN W. MEEKS 
Mark Auberry, R. and S. born in Habersham County, 1833, moved to Blairsville 
in 1879. Served on Board of Commissioners, served as 
Thomas Patterson, Tax Collector Ordinary of Union County. 


L. C. Atkins, Treasurer 
F. M. Akins, Surveyor 


S. V. Bennett, Coronor 


COUNTY OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1906 


Me Me Passmore, Clerk 
C. Ee Rich, Clerk in 1910 


Me Ce Towery, Sheriff in 1910 
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UNITED STATES POST OFFICES 


When the first post office was established in the county is not readily available. 
However, at the turn of the century there were a large number of small offices in the 
different communities to serve the local people, The postmaster received his compensa- 
tion from the cancellation of stamps. This was in most cases a very small amount. The 
mail was usually carried on foot from post office to post office. The following ones 


were used seventy-five years ago. 


Bynum Sarah 

Jesse Camp Creek 
Napoleon Gaddistown 
Spilo Ivy Log 
Blairsville Fain 

Buren Baxter 
Choestoe Track Rock 
Laura Quebec 
Suches Burlington 
New Liberty Gum Log 
Young Cane Coosa Creek 
Ponder Pleasant Valle: 


The mail route from 
Ponder to Loudsville, south 
of the Blue Ridge, was a 


tri-weekly route and was 


carried across the old Logan 


Post Office in Suches, Ga. This is the only other Post Office in Union Coun- 


Turnpike. 
ty other than the Blairsville Post Office. 
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THE APPALACHIAN SCENIC HIGHWAY 


The year 1925 marked a turning point in the mode of travel for citizens of Union 
County, U. S. Highway 129 was opened through Frogtown Gap. It was at this time the 
formerly used road, Logan Turnpike through Tesnatee Gap, was no longer used, 

Before the highway was built, the gap was used by the Indians who called it the 
Frogtown Trail. The name of the gap was changed at the dedication service in honor of 
Warren Rabun Neel, who was with the Georgia State Highway Engineers at the time the 


road was surveyed. 


e * 


, OLD ССАН e 4 
. ТЕБМАТЕЕ GAP 


. . . Toutes 19 & 129 through Neel Gap caused the closing of the Old Logan 
Turnpike through Tesnatee Gap. The Logan Turnpike was a privately built and maintained road with steep 
grades. The Richard Russell Scenic Highway goes through the same area the Old Logan Turnpike went through. 
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BOND OF CORONER. 


{STATE OF GEORGIA, 


County. 


— — 


to the payment of which, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors and administrat: 


| табу and severally, firmly by these presents. Я 
j Sealed with our seals and dated this.......,...., нн ay of LL. 


J was, on ше ы гла 189. A., duly el 
Coroner of said County. ‹ 

Now, if the said е mae er 
faithfully discharge all the duties of such office of Coroner of said County, during the time he сову 
therein, or discharges any of the duties thereof, then the above obligation to be void; otherwise to remain ir & 


force. 3 9, > 2 „„ . 5 š 


Principal. 
. 8. 5] 


Attested and approved by me this...... 55 а 


i Surety. 
Ц is 
: Surety. [ ] 
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Е Surety. 
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Original landlots of Union County. 
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Nottely Dam and Lake in Union County, completed 
in the early 1940’s. Covered some of the best farm- in Union County is shown. 


land in Union County. 


In 1925: 


[M 
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Marker showing the TVA system of dams, Nottley 


MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 


Area ~ Union County ~ 324 square miles 

Population ~ 6,455 

Congregessional District - 9 

Senatorial District ~ 40 

Judicial Circuit - N. E. 

County Officers = Ordinary - V. M. Waldroup 
Sheriff - Bi Jones 


Newspaper — Blairsville News 


Bonnell Harold Stone ~ son of Harry Н. and Susie Bonnell Stone = representative in 1975 


and served on the State Board of Forestry in 1921. 


Union County Circuit Court 


Cherokee Circuit — December 3, 1832 - November 24, 185! 


Mountain Circuit = 


Blue Ridge Circuit - November 2h, 1851 ~ August 8, 1891 February 7, 1949 - 


Northeastern Circuit = August 8, 1881 — February 7, 1949 
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Opening of the Richard Russell Scenic Highway - Jim Davison, Editor of The Cleveland Courier is shown cutting 
the ribbon. 


Bob Christopher standing with Blairsville’s first firewagon. 
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Union County Honor Roll of WWI. Marker is found on the square in 
Blairsville. 


INTERESTING MISCELLANEOUS TIDBITS 


1. Nottely River derives its name from the Cherokee word Na'du li, a former Cherokee 
settlement on the river close to the Georgia line in Cherokee County, North Carolina, 
Indian settlements were located at the mouth of Coosa Creek and on the Sid Chandler 
farm near Blairsville. 

2. In 1912, 32,000 acres of land near Skeenah Gap were sold to the Federal Government 
by Andrew and М. М. Gennett for $220,626.22. This was the beginning of the National 
Forests in the eastern United States. 

3. Vogel State Park ~ In the 1930's, Fred Vogel, Jr. and Augustine Vogel donated land 
for this state park. Lake Trahlyta, a fourteen acre lake within the park, is named 
for the Cherokee Princess, Trahlyta. 


4. Lake Winfield Scott in Suches is named for General Winfield Scott, commander of the 
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APPALACHIAN TRAIL"). $ 


TESNATEE GAP 
+5 LOW GAP 


BEES Ар ве 


The group pictured above pioneered the Richard Russell scenic Highway in jeeps. left to right, Doc Thomas, Mr. 
Murrh, Micky Cone, Leroy Ferguson, Mr. Postlewaiti, Mr. Little, Preston Turner. 


Silii. 


Federal'troops that removed the Cherokee 
Indians from this area to Oklahoma, 

5e The old Coosa mines, six miles south 
of Blairsville, were worked before the 
Civil War. Some claim over $2,000,000 

in gold was removed before work ceased. 

6. Some great men of our county: Judge 
Thomas Slaughter Candler, Associate Justice 
of the Georgia Supreme Court; Chief 


Justice W. H. Duckworth of the Georgia 


Supreme Court; Charles Reid, former Chief 
Union County Courthouse, built in 1899. It now Justice of the Georgia Supreme Court and 
needs repair badly. 

the youngest Cbief Justice in Georgia's 


[751 


history; М. D. Collins, former State Superintendent of Education in Georgia; Frank Haral- 
son, former State Librarian; Jack Lance, former President of Young Harris College; Bryon 
Herbert Reece, poet laureate of Georgia; M. Le Ledford, State Treasurer, 
7. Jack's Gap is named for a man who settled in the flat about three hundred yerds east 
of the Gap after theCherokee removal. He and his wife are buried in unmarked graves 
about one-forth mile east of the Gap. 
8, The following advertisement appeared in the North Georgia News in September, 1933; 
Men's work shirts e e e e e o ә o o$ 059 
Men's overalls ,  , e e o o о o $1.10 
8 Ibs. of pure lard 2 « о. e 0.08 •65 


AS IE UT flour, eee « о +» 31: 


Roger's Cash Store 


Blairsville, Georgia 


HOMESITE OF 
SEPH EMERSON BROWN 


- 9 —— | | 


The above historical marker is found on Rt. 60 close to Woody Gap School near Suches. 
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RELIC 


In the shade 

Of Blood and Slaughter, 
Plowtip turning clods 
Of burning earth 

Below its blade, 
Uncovers chilly flint 
That tipped the arrow 


Of the Cherokee. 


Heedless of 

The relic, plowing 
Toward the waning sun, 
Remaining clots 


of earth above 


Are broken, and the hint 


Of men and nation 


Buried memorye 


Sharon Webb 
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Addington, March 
Alston, Henry 
Anderson, Moses 
Allen, Lemuel 
Allen, Joseph 
Akins, John 
Anderson, John 
Anderson, Abel 
Auburn, Little 
Alexander, William 
Addington, James 
Allen, Benjamin 
Anderson, Isaac 
Allison, Benjamin 
Abercrombie, Jay 
Allen, William 
Ashburn, Jesse 


Akins, Ezekiel 


Butt, John C. 
Beavers, Jesse Re 
Blackshera, James 
Brown, William A. 
Ballew, Leonard 


Berry, Elias 


Curtis, Asbery 
Conley, Robert B. 
.Cavender, William 


Goffee, Levi 
(781. 


Carroll, Elisha 
Chigey, George 
Crow, Levi 
Collins, Tom, Sr. 
Cow, Adam 
Chastain, John 
Collins, Archibald 
Collins, Thompson 


Day, Henry 

Daniel, Adam 
Duncan, Charles 
Daniel, William, Jr. 
Davis, Green W. 
Dyer, Micajah 
Duckworth, David 
Deen, Eli 


Depeart, Nath'1 


Eller, William 
Engram, Little 
Ensley, Samuel S. 
England, Martin 
England, Elisha 


Fain, Ebenezer 
Fielder, Jesse 
Fox, Mura 
Farlin, Henry М. 


Front, Michael 


FAMILIES LIVING IN UNION COUNTY IN THE YEAR 1840 


Flowers, Peter 
Fisher, David 
Fluenger, Jacob 
Fore, Jesse 


Fitts, William H. 


Gilbert, Anthony 
Gillespi, John 
Gurly, John 
Gaddis, James 
Greenwood, James 
Grantham, William 
Gipson, Harrison 
Gregory, Reuben 
Grady, Levi J. 


Hadden, Elisha 
Hamlin, John 
Huckaby, Joseph 
Harrison, Kinchen 
Hawkins, Thomas 
Henson, Joseph 
Hall, William 
Hood, Enoch 

Hood, Mary Ann 
Hunter, William J. 
Hunter, John 
Hunt, Elisha 
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Jim Dyer - 100th Birthday 
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El Ж s qoc a > i 5 mss Eu 
Canal Lake Baseball Team - Blairsville, Ga. in 1908 - left to right - back row - George Young, catcher - A. M. 
McAffee, pitcher - Garnett Brackett, first base - Thurman White, center field - Jim Brackett, third base - As- 
bury M. McGlamery, short stop. Front row - Homer Brackett, right field - Gus Brackett, second base - Elisha 
Fair, second base. Submitted by Mrs. Milford Hamby, P. O. Box 247, Blairsville, Ga. 
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1931 Reece Reunion - back row, left to right - Wm. D. Reece, Quillan 
F. Reece (father), Eliza L. Reece, Simeon E. Reece, Mary Reece Mac- 
Donald, Tom J. Reece, Frank W. Reece. First row, Eli J. Reece, Char- 


les L. Reece, Alice E. Reece Hayes, James R. Hayes. 1811 
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Uncle Tom Henson. The father of Nub, Joe, and Kirk 
Henson. Nub and Joe were outstanding students. Nub, 
a genius in mathematics and Joe, an educational admin- 


istrator. Mr. Tom worked at Copperhill, Tenn. most of 
his active life. 


Гће place of Runyon's Tree in the Tesnatee Gap, spot 


where two Army deserters were reportedly hung. 
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UNION COUNTY – A PLACE 
OF RICH HERITAGE AND OF GOOD PEOPLE 


Some would forget the heritage 
and the goodness of our people, but 
we have tried here to tell, in part, 
our story. There has been much 
omitted, but as one can see, this is 
but volume one, Many have helped in 
the writing and telling of our story. 
Not only we the citizens of our county 
but the Georgia Archives have helped 
in the writing of our story. We have 
not written here many of the little 
stories we heard, such as the one of 
the young lady from the Choestoe 
District who at the age of sixteen 
was married and moved to Colorado 
without ever having been to Blairs- 
ville because it was just too far 
away; or the story of two confederate 
deserters hung in Tesnatee Gap at a 
place called Runyon's tree; or how 
electricity in Blairsville cost 
ten cents per kilowatt hour; or how 
Model A Fords had to back up Tesna- 
tee Gap to get across the mountain 
because the gas was gravity fed to 
the engine; or how there was no 
industry to speak of in Union County 


until after World War ТТ. There аге 


S 


Mrs. Mary England celebrating 100th birthday. 
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Blairsville - circa 1960. 


other personal stories of men crossing the mountains to go to the market in Gainesville in 
oxen-pulled wagons, of women raising families of sixteen children, of families struggling 
to get an education for their children, of years of good crops and years of bad crops and 
stories of men and women and children receiving and professing their Christian faith. 

The Union County Historical Society hopes that others will come forth and help in 
the recognition of our heritage. We live in a great county, with a great future, but 
without the sacrifices of those who lived here before us, we would have nothing here, 
Let us recognize the contributions of those who tarried here before us and of their 
sacrifices. Let us learn from the past or else, as Napoleon once said, we shall surely 
have to repeat the past. 

If you would like to share an interest in our heritage, join us when you see a meet- 
ing announced or write Union County Historical Society, P. O. Box 326, Blairsville, 
Georgia 30512 for more information. 
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The new Union County Office Building for county officials comple- 
ted in 1976. 


Union County Recreational Park containing а nine hole golf course, 
ball fields, swimming pool, and recreational building. 
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